Windows, Mirrors, and Sliding Glass Doors
According to Bishop (1990), we need to provide students with windows for them to see the
world real or imagined, familiar or unfamiliar, mirrors that allow them to see themselves,
and sliding glass doors for them to move in and out of many worlds. This allows teachers
to center culture in their classrooms and promote the use of culturally diverse texts
written by cultural insiders.
Literature transforms human experience and reflects it back to us, and in that reflection, we can see
our own lives and experiences as part of the larger human experience. Reading, then, becomes a
means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek their mirrors in books.
-Rudine Sims Bishop
Bishop, R. S. (1990). Mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors. Perspectives:
Choosing and Using Books for the Classroom,6(3).

Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut
by Derrick Barnes, illustrated by Gordon C.
James

The barbershop is where the magic happens. Boys
go in as lumps of clay and, with princely robes
draped around their shoulders, a dab of cool
shaving cream on their foreheads, and a slow,
steady cut, they become royalty. That crisp yet subtle
line makes boys sharper, more visible, more aware of
every great thing that could happen to them when
they look good: lesser grades turn into As; girls take
notice; even a mother’s hug gets a little tighter.
Everyone notices.

Islandborn
by Junot Díaz

So when Lola's teacher asks the students to
draw a picture of where their families
immigrated from, all the kids are excited. She
can't remember The Island—she left when she
was just a baby. But with the help of her family
and friends, and their memories—joyous,
fantastical, heartbreaking, and
frightening—Lola's imagination takes her on
an extraordinary journey back to The Island.

Mama's Nightingale: A Story of Immigration
and Separation
by Edwidge Danticat

After Saya's mother is sent to an immigration
detention center, Saya finds comfort in listening to
her mother's warm greeting on their answering
machine. To ease the distance between them while
she’s in jail, Mama begins sending Saya bedtime
stories inspired by Haitian folklore on cassette tape.
Moved by her mother's tales and her father's
attempts to reunite their family, Saya writes a story
of her own—one that just might bring her mother
home for good.

Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist
Jean-Michel Basquiat
by Javaka Steptoe

Jean-Michel Basquiat and his unique,
collage-style paintings rocketed to fame in the
1980s as a cultural phenomenon, unlike
anything the art world had ever seen. But
before that, he was a little boy who saw art
everywhere: in poetry books and museums, in
games and in the words that we speak, and in
the pulsing energy of New York City.

Not My Idea: A Book About Whiteness
by Anastasia Higginbotham

You Matter
by Christian Robinson

… If you are really serious about teaching your kids
to be anti-racist, this book is for you. It spells it out
and treats kids with the respect they deserve. Kids
see things, they know things, and trying to hide the
way power structures operate from them is
insulting. If we want to foster an anti-bias attitude,
we must first recognize our own biases.

Children’s books are a wonderful way to start
conversations about important topics. The
picture books on this list teach inclusion and
promote an anti-bias attitude. They help teach
children the value of embracing and respecting
differences among people as well as show them
there is great joy in living in a diverse
community.

The Undefeated
by Kwame Alexander, illustrated by Kadir
Nelson

The Undefeated, this poem is a love letter to black
life in the United States. It highlights the
unspeakable trauma of slavery, the faith and fire of
the civil rights movement, and the grit, passion, and
perseverance of some of the world's greatest heroes.
The text is also peppered with references to the
words of Martin Luther King, Jr, Langston Hughes,
Gwendolyn Brooks, and others, offering deeper
insights into the accomplishments of the past, while
bringing stark attention to the endurance and spirit
of those surviving and thriving in the present.

Tia Isa Wants a Car
by Meg Medina, Illustrated, Claudio
Munoz

Tía Isa wants a car. A shiny green car the same
color as the ocean, with wings like a swooping
bird. A car to take the whole family to the
beach. But saving is hard when everything goes
into two piles — one for here and one for
Helping Money, so that family members who
live far away might join them someday. While
Tía Isa saves, her niece does odd jobs for
neighbors so she can add her earnings to the
stack. But even with her help, will they ever
have enough?

Each Kindness
by Jacqueline Woodson, illustrated by E.B.
Lewis

The Name Jar
by Yangsook Choi

The new girl, Maya, finds herself alone at school.
Her obvious poverty sets her apart and the other
children reject her overtures of friendship, giving in
to their own biases. Another girl, Chloe, narrates
the action and the way the other children reject
Maya, including her own admission, “She’s not my
friend.” One day, their teacher drops a stone into a
bowl of water to demonstrate how powerful the
ripples from a single act of kindness can be. “Even
small things count,” she says. Chloe decides that the
next day she will be kind to Maya, but Maya never
returns to school and Chloe regrets that she never
grabbed her chance to do the right thing, an
important lesson.

Unhei has just moved to America from Korea.
She loves her name but when the other kids
can’t pronounce it, she worries about fitting in.
She decides she should choose a new American
name. Her classmates fill up a jar with
potential new names but with the support of
others, Unhei decides she wants to keep her
Korean name. This anti-bias book is so
important, especially in classrooms in which
children may have names that are difficult for
native-English speakers to say. Names are a big
part of a person’s identity and we serve
children well by valuing them.

The People Shall Continue
by Simon J. Ortiz, illustrated by Sharol
Graves

Beginning with Creation and following through to
the usurpation of their lands, Ortiz has crafted a
powerful and accessible history of Native
Americans. It is also a story of survival and the
importance of community. A must-read for
everyone.

A Church For All
by Gayle E. Pitman

It saddens me that so many people still use
religion as a way to discriminate against
others, especially against the LGBTQ
community. This book, with its spare and
simple text, tosses that excuse for
discrimination to the dustbin. The illustrations
depict people of all shapes, sizes, colors, and
orientations joyfully going to church. Inside,
the church is decorated with rainbow flags and
banners proclaiming the message that God
loves all and all are welcome in His house .

When Aidan Became A Brother
by Kyle Lukoff, illustrated by Kaylani Juanita

Bilal Cooks Daal
by Aisha Saeed, illustrated by Anoosha
Syed

This is such a sweet story and perfect for siblings,
both cisgender and non-cisgender. When Aidan was
born, everyone thought he was a girl but when he
realized he was a transgender boy his accepting and
loving parents changed the things that needed
changing so he could live his best life. Now Aidan is
about to become a brother and he wants to make
sure everything is perfect for his sibling, just like
everything is now perfect for him.

I adore this picture book even more than I enjoy
a delicious bowl of daal. Bilal is so excited to
make daal with his dad! Food has a way of
bringing people together, right? He explains to
his diverse group of friends that the
slow-cooked lentil dish takes lots of patience as
well as lots of yummy ingredients. His friends
have never tried it and they join him in the
anticipation of eating the deliciousness.

Marisol McDonald Doesn’t Match / Marisol
McDonald no combina
by Monica Brown, illustrated by Sara
Palacios

Mango, Abuela and Me
by Meg Medina, illustrated by Angela
Dominguez

Marisol is an engaging character, she’s a diverse
character: Red-headed half-Scottish half-Peruvian
Marisol bounces off the page with great enthusiasm
and loves her mismatched life. When her friend,
Ollie, challenges her to “match”, Marisol finds she is
unhappy with life as a conformist. This is a great
story that emphasizes the importance of embracing
and accepting one’s uniqueness. Bilingual.

This is an intergenerational story! Mia’s
Spanish-speaking abuela has come to live with
the family. Mia and her grandmother now
share a room, but they don’t know how to
communicate. Abuela can’t read Mia’s English
books and Mia doesn’t have enough Spanish
words to share her experiences. One day Mia
brings home a parrot which reminds Mia of her
grandmother’s previous home and eventually,
through practice, the family learns how to
communicate fluently with each other

Yo Soy Muslim: A Father’s Letter to His
Daughter
by Mark Gonzales

Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and
Counting Book
by Yuyi Morales

The narrative is written as a letter from a father to
his daughter, but it reads like a poem. The father
recognizes that his child will have questions about
who she is and what she can accomplish.
Celebrating their shared faith and culture and
language, the father’s letter aims to give his
daughter confidence and pride in her identity as a
Latina and as a Muslim.

This is a trickster tale and about a
grandmother who outsmarts a skeleton is quite
a treat. A skeleton comes to fetch Grandma
Beetle on her birthday, but the clever woman
thwarts him as she claims to have too many
chores to do first.

King for a Day
by Rukhsana Khan

This Is How We Do It
by Matt Lamothe

Malik is looking forward to flying his kite during
the festival of spring. From his wheelchair on a
rooftop, he flies it vigorously, battling the
neighborhood bully. After the celebration, his
compassion spurs him to help a girl with a kite
escape from the same bully.

The book follows seven children from different
countries: Italy, Japan, Uganda, Russia, India,
Peru, and Iran. Each contemporary child
describes their home, school, family, food, and
daily life. This is a great starting point for
conversations about the differences and
similarities between life in different countries,
but also how children in the same country don’t
all live the same way. In the end, photographs
reveal the actual families depicted in the
book.

Divali Rose
by Vashanti Rahaman, illustrated by Jamel
Akib

The Arabic Quilt: An Immigrant Stor y
by Aya Khalil, illustrated by Anait
Semirdzhyan

Ricki lives in Trinidad and he is eagerly
awaiting the Hindu festival of lights, Divali. He
accidentally breaks off one of his grandfather’s
beautiful roses and he is fearful of owning up to
his mistake. His grandfather blames the new,
immigrant neighbors and Ricki knows he must
tell the truth. This is a great book to spark a
discussion not only about honesty but misplaced
blame and jumping to prejudiced conclusions.
The author’s note gives the history of Indians in
Trinidad.

The Arabic Quilt is an essential addition to
your diverse, anti-bias bookshelf. Kanzi and
her family recently immigrated from Egypt and
Kanji is nervous about being different from her
classmates. However, a class project involving a
paper collage quilt of students’ names written
in Arabic provides a catalyst for all the
students to learn about the importance of
valuing diversity and different languages.
Lovely, heartwarming, and uplifting.

Let’s Talk About Race
by Julius Lester, illustrated by Karen
Barbour

The title says it all. This book focuses on helping
kids tell their own story and including their race as
an integral, but only one part of their personal
history. Lester begins by describing his own story
and including, “Oh, and … I’m black.” His narrative
then asks kids to think about how people are the
same, as well as how they are different. This is a
really useful anti-bias, anti-racist book for getting
kids to talk directly about how feeling like they are a
part of a certain community influences their
personal story.

Always Anjali
by Sheetal Sheth

Anjali and her friends are excited to get matching
personalized license plates for their bikes. But
Anjali can't find her name. To make matters worse,
she gets bullied for her "different" name, and is so
upset she demands to change it. When her parents
refuse and she is forced to take matters into her own
hands, she winds up learning to celebrate who she is
and carry her name with pride and power. A
timeless story about appreciating what makes us
special and honoring our differences.

All the Way to Havana
by Margarita Engle

Together, a boy and his parents drive to the city
of Havana, Cuba, in their old family car. Along
the way, they experience the sights and sounds
of the streets―neighbors talking, musicians
performing, and beautiful, colorful cars
putt-putting and bumpety-bumping along. In
the end, though, it’s their old car, Cara Cara,
that the boy loves best. A joyful celebration of
the Cuban people and their resourceful
innovation.

Uncle Peter’s Amazing Chinese Wedding
by Lenore Look

Jenny's favorite uncle, Peter, is getting married,
and everyone is happy -- everyone, that is,
except Jenny. While her family runs about
getting ready for the traditional Chinese
wedding -- preparing for the tea ceremony,
exchanging good-luck money called hungbau,
helping the bride with her many dresses -Jenny is crying on the inside. How is she
supposed to still be Uncle Peter's number-one
girl, with her new aunt Stella around?

Carmela Full of Wishes
by Matt de la Pena

When Carmela wakes up on her birthday, her wish
has already come true--she's finally old enough to
join her big brother as he does the family errands.
Together, they travel through their neighborhood,
past the crowded bus stop, the fenced-off repair
shop, and the panadería, until they arrive at the
Laundromat, where Carmela finds a lone dandelion
growing in the pavement.

Under My Hijab
by Hena Khan

Grandma wears it clasped under her chin. Aunty
pins hers up with a beautiful brooch. Jenna puts it
under a sun hat when she hikes. Zara styles hers
to match her outfit. As a young girl observes six
very different women in her life who each wear
the hijab in a unique way, she also dreams of the
rich possibilities of her own future, and how she
will express her own personality through her
hijab. Written in sprightly rhyme and illustrated
by a talented newcomer, Under My Hijab honors
the diverse lives of contemporary Muslim women
and girls, their love for each other, and their
pride in their culture and faith.

The Proudest Blue
by Ibtihaj Muhammad and S.K. Ali

A Different Pond
by Bao Phi

With her new backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah
knows the first day of school is going to be special.
It's the start of a brand new year and, best of all, it's
her older sister Asiya's first day of hijab--a hijab of
beautiful blue fabric, like the ocean waving to the
sky. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful, and in
the face of hurtful, confusing words, Faizah will
find new ways to be strong.

A Different Pond is an unforgettable story
about a simple event - a long-ago fishing trip.
Graphic novelist Thi Bui and acclaimed poet
Bao Phi deliver a powerful, honest glimpse into
a relationship between father and son - and
between cultures, old and new. As a young boy,
Bao and his father awoke early, hours before
his father's long workday began, to fish on the
shores of a small pond in Minneapolis.

Octopus Stew
by Eric Velasquez

My Name is Yoon
By Yangsook Choi

The octopus Grandma is cooking has grown to
titanic proportions. "¡Tenga cuidado!" Ramsey
shouts. "Be careful!" But it's too late. The octopus
traps Grandma! Ramsey must use both art and
intellect to free his beloved abuela. Then the story
takes a surprising twist. And it can be read two
ways. Open the fold-out pages to find Ramsey
telling a story to his family.

Yoon's name means "shining wisdom," and
when she writes it in Korean, it looks happy,
like dancing figures. But her father tells her
that she must learn to write it in English. In
English, all the lines and circles stand alone,
which is just how Yoon feels in the United
States. Yoon isn't sure that she wants to be
YOON. At her new school, she tries out
different names―maybe CAT or BIRD. Maybe
CUPCAKE!

Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and
Her Family's Fight for Desegregation

The Day You Begin
by Jaqueline Woodson

By Duncan Tonatiuh

When her family moved to the town of Westminster,
California, young Sylvia Mendez was excited about
enrolling in her neighborhood school. But she and
her brothers were turned away and told they had to
attend the Mexican school instead. Sylvia could not
understand why—she was an American citizen who
spoke perfect English. Why were the children of
Mexican families forced to attend a separate school?
Unable to get a satisfactory answer from the school
board, the Mendez family decided to take matters
into its own hands and organize a lawsuit.

There are many reasons to feel different. Maybe
it's how you look or talk, or where you're from;
maybe it's what you eat, or something just as
random. It's not easy to take those first steps
into a place where nobody really knows you yet,
but somehow you do it. Jacqueline Woodson's
lyrical text and Rafael López's dazzling art
remind us that we all feel like outsiders
sometimes-and how brave it is that we go forth
anyway. And that sometimes, when we reach
out and begin to share our stories, others will
be happy to meet us halfway.

Sit-In: How Four Friends Stood Up by
Sitting Down
By Andrew Davis Pickney, illustrated by
Brian Pickney

The King of Kindergarten
By Derrick Barnes, illustrated by
Vanessa Branley-Newton

This picture book is a celebration of the 50 th
anniversary of the momentous Woolworth's lunch
counter sit-in when four college students staged a
peaceful protest that became a defining moment in
the struggle for racial equality and the growing
civil rights movement.

Starting kindergarten is a big milestone--and
the hero of this story is ready to make his mark!
He's dressed himself, eaten a pile of pancakes,
and can't wait to be part of a whole new
kingdom of kids. The day will be jam-packed,
but he's up to the challenge, taking new
experiences in stride with his infectious
enthusiasm! And afterward, he can't wait to
tell his proud parents all about his
achievements--and then wake up to start
another day.

Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black
History

Little Leaders: Bold Men in Black
History

by Vashti Harrison

by Vashti Harrison

An important book for all ages, Little Leaders
educates and inspires as it relates true stories of
forty trailblazing black women in American
history. Illuminating text paired with irresistible
illustrations bring to life both iconic and
lesser-known female figures of Black history such as
abolitionist Sojourner Truth, pilot Bessie Coleman,
chemist Alice Ball, politician Shirley Chisholm,
mathematician Katherine Johnson, poet Maya
Angelou, and filmmaker Julie Dash.

This beautifully illustrated and engagingly
written volume brings to life true stories of
black men in history. Among these biographies,
readers will find aviators and artists,
politicians and pop stars, athletes and activists.
The exceptional men featured include writer
James Baldwin, artist Aaron Douglas,
filmmaker Oscar Devereaux Micheaux,
lawman Bass Reeves, civil rights leader John
Lewis, dancer Alvin Ailey, and musician
Prince.

black is brown is tan

My Three Best Friends and Me, Zulay

by Arnold Adoff, illustrated by Emily Arnold

by Cari Best, illustrated by Vanessa

McCully

Brantley-Newton

When it was first published in 1973, black is brown

Zulay and her three best friends are all in the

is tan featured the first interracial family in

same first grade class and study the same

children's books. Decades later this book continues to

things, even though Zulay is blind. When their

offer a joyous and loving celebration of all the colors

teacher asks her students what activity they

of the race, now newly embellished with bright

want to do on Field Day, Zulay surprises

watercolor paintings that depict a contemporary

everyone by saying she wants to run a race.

family of the twenty-first century.

With the help of a special aide and her friends,
Zulay does just that.

The Case for Loving: Fight for Interracial
Marriage: The Fight for Interracial Marriage

by Matt de la Peña, illustrated by

by Selina Alko, illustrated by Sean Qual ls

Christian Robinson

For most children, it would come as a great shock to

Every Sunday after church, CJ and his

know that before 1967, they could not marry a

grandma ride the bus across town. But today,

person of a race different from their own. That was

CJ wonders why they don’t own a car like his

the year the Supreme Court issued its decision in

friend Colby. Why doesn’t he have an iPod like

Loving v. Virginia. This is the story of one brave

the boys on the bus? How come they always

family: Mildred Loving, Richard Perry Loving, and

have to get off in the dirty part of town? Each

their three children. The Lovings refused to allow

question is met with an encouraging answer

the message that their love was wrong and so they

from grandma, who helps him see the

fought the unfair law, taking their case all the way

beauty—and fun—in their routine and the

to the Supreme Court - and won!

world around them.

Last Stop on Market Street

We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga
by Traci Sorell, illustrated by Frane Lessac

The word otsaliheliga (oh-jah-LEE-hay-lee-gah) is
used by members of the Cherokee Nation to express
gratitude. Beginning in the fall with the new year
and ending in summer, follow a full Cherokee year
of celebrations and experiences.

Drawn Together Hardcover
by Minh Lê, illustrated by Dan Santat

When a young boy visits his grandfather, their lack
of a common language leads to confusion,
frustration, and silence. But as they sit down to
draw together, something magical happens-with a
shared love of art and storytelling, the two form a
bond that goes beyond words.

Dreamers
by Yuyi Morales

Dreamers is a celebration of making your home
with the things you always carry: your
resilience, your dreams, your hopes, and
history. It's the story of finding your way in a
new place, of navigating an unfamiliar world
and finding the best parts of it. In dark times,
it's a promise that you can make a better
tomorrow.

They, She, He easy as ABC
by Maya Gonzalez & Matthew SG

Inclusive pronouns are learned alongside the alphabet
in this joyously illustrated take on the classic ABC
book.
They, She, He easy as ABC shows that including
everyone is all part of the dance. It’s easy. It’s
fundamental. As the dance begins the kids proclaim,
“No one left out and everyone free,” in a sing-song
rhyme about inclusion. This sets the stage for readers
to meet 26 kids showing us their dance moves.

Mango, Abuela, and Me
By Meg Medina, illustrated by Angela
Dominguez

Mia’s abuela has left her sunny house with parrots
and palm trees to live with Mia and her parents in
the city. While they cook, Mia helps Abuela learn
English, and Mia learns some Spanish, too, but it’s
still hard for Abuela to learn enough words to tell
Mia her stories. Then Mia sees a parrot in the
pet-shop window and has the perfecto idea for how
to help them all communicate a little better. Here is
an endearing tale that speaks loud and clear about
the love that binds families across the generations.

Call Me Tree/Llámame Árbol by & illustrated
by Maya Christina Gonzalez

With this gentle and imaginative story about
becoming your fullest self, Maya Christina
Gonzalez empowers young readers to dream and
reach . . . and to be as free and unique as trees.
Playing with Pronouns is about expanding the way
we teach and talk about gender from the beginning!
Not just for one kid or a select group of kids.
Research shows that all kids in more inclusive
environments develop greater critical thinking
skills.

Antonio's Card/ La tarjeta de Antonio
by Rigoberto González & illustrated by
Cecilia Álvarez

Antonio loves words because words have the
power to express feelings like love, pride, or
hurt. Mother's Day is coming soon, and
Antonio searches for words to express his love
for his mother and her partner, Leslie. But he's
not sure what to do when his classmates make
fun of Leslie, an artist, who towers over
everyone and wears paint-splattered overalls.
As Mother's Day approaches, Antonio must
choose whether — or how — to express his
connection to both of the special women in his
life.

Say Hello!
by Rachel Isadora

Carmelita loves to greet everyone in her
colorful neighborhood. There are people from
so many different cultures! They all like to
say hello too, so now Carmelita can say hello
in Spanish, English, French, Japanese, and
many other languages. And her dog, Manny?
Well, he seems to understand everyone, and
gives a happy "Woof!" wherever he goes.

Sparkle Boy
by Lesléa Newman & Illustrated by Maria
Mola

All Different Now: Juneteenth, the First
Day of Freedom
by Angela Johnson, illustrated by E.B.
Lewis

Casey loves to play with his blocks, puzzles, and
dump trucks, and he also loves things that shimmer,
glitter, and sparkle. Casey’s older sister, Jessie,
thinks this is weird. Shimmery, glittery, sparkly
things are only for girls. Right?
When Casey and Jessie head to the library for
storytime, Casey proudly wears his shimmery skirt
and sparkly bracelet. His nails glitter in the light.
Jessie insists that Casey looks silly.

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind
by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer

Through the eyes of one little girl, the book tells
the story of the first Juneteenth, the day
freedom finally came to the last of the slaves in
the South. Since then, the observance of June 19
as African American Emancipation Day has
spread across the United States and beyond.

The No. 1 Car Spotter
by Atinuke

illustrated byAnna Hymas

When a terrible drought struck William
Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family
lost all of the season's crops, leaving them with
nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began to
explore science books in his village library, looking
for a solution. There, he came up with the idea that
would change his family's life forever: he could
build a windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old
bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity
to his home and helped his family pump the water
they needed to farm the land.

When the family's cart breaks down and
there's no way of bringing goods to market,
it's No. 1 who devises the Toyota Cow-rolla
and saves the day. He runs errands for his
family and helps Mama Coca-Cola feed the
busloads of people who stop for her delicious
fried akara. No. 1 even helps Grandmother
get to the medical centre when she can't
afford treatment.

Call Me Max
by Kyle Lukoff & Illustrator Luciano Lozano

When Max starts school, the teacher hesitates to
call out the name on the attendance sheet.
Something doesn't seem to fit. Max lets him know
the name he wants to be called by--a boy's name.
This begins Max's journey as he makes new
friends and reveals his feelings about his identity
to his parents. Written with warmth and
sensitivity by trans writer Kyle Lukoff, this book
is a sweet and age-appropriate introduction to
what it means to be transgender.

Max

by Rachel Isadora

Max is not only a great book to read if your
child thinks ballet is only for girls, but also
because it shows kids the benefits of
thinking outside the box. Every weekend
Max and his sister go to baseball and
ballet, respectively. One Saturday, when
Max arrives at his sister’s class a bit early
he finds himself accepting the teacher’s
invitation to join in.
A Shelter in Our Car

I Can Do Hard Things: Mindful Affirmations
for Kids

by Monica Gunning, illustrated by
Elaine Pedlar

by Gabi Garcia & Illustrator Charity Russell

Introduces children to the practice of using
mindful affirmations for support and
encouragement when they need it.
It reflects the beautiful diversity in our world.

Zettie and her Mama left their warm and
comfortable home in Jamaica for an
uncertain life in the United States. With
Papa gone, Mama can't find a steady job that
will sustain them and so they are forced to
live in their car. But Mama's unwavering
love, support, and gutsy determination give
Zettie the confidence that, together, she and
her mother can meet all challenges.

Her body can

Not so different

by Katie Crenshawd & Ady Meschke

by Cyana Riley (Author), Krista Huber

Edited by Krista Huber

(Editor), Anastasia Kanavaliuk (Illustrator)

“Her body is beautiful—strong, kind, and wise.

Not So Different is a picture book

All bodies are lovely no matter their size.” Her

encouraging young children to embrace

Body Can is a book of poetic self-love and

their differences and celebrate diversity. A

body positivity declarations for all young girls.

fun rhythmic read, it can be used as a tool

Its aim is to encourage our young girls to

to start necessary conversations with our

create a reality for themselves in which they

babies about differences in the world.

love themselves and their bodies for exactly

Inspired by her interracial marriage and

who and what they are, instead of learning to

biracial children, Cyana hopes to help

judge themselves and hate their bodies for

create a world in which children are able

what they are not.

to engage in difficult conversations and
learn from each other in a positive way.

I Am Enough

We are water protectors

by Grace Byers & illustrated by

by Carole Lindstrom & illustrated by

Keturah A. Bobo

Michaela Goade

Inspired by the many Indigenous-led
movements across North America, We Are
This gorgeous, lyrical ode to loving who you

Water Protectors issues an urgent rallying

are, respecting others, and being kind to one

cry to safeguard the Earth’s water from

another comes from Empire actor and activist

harm and corruption—a bold and lyrical

Grace Byers and talented newcomer artist

picture book written by Carole Lindstrom

Keturah A. Bobo.

and vibrantly illustrated by Michaela
Goade.

