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COVID-19 POOLED TESTING PROGRAM

COVID-19 Pooled Testing:

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
Dedham Public Schools have been conducting COVID-19 pooled testing for a few months now.  While many parents have 

“opted in” their children to pooled testing, many have not.  We want to address some common misconceptions about pooled 
testing here and encourage parents to have their children participate in this added layer of safety for our schools.  

Pooled testing is most impactful when more students and staff participate.

MISCONCEPTION #1:  If my child is part of a positive pool, s/he will have to quarantine.

Not necessarily.  If your child is the individual identified as having COVID-19 (from the BinaxNOW follow up test), then, yes, 
your child will have to quarantine.  If your child is not the individual identified as having COVID-19 in the pool, then his/her
need to quarantine will be based off of the latest “close contact” guidelines for quarantining (see box below). 

DPS Quarantine Guidelines
(as of 5/13/2021)

An individual with COVID-19 must isolate for a total of 
10 days from the date of the positive test or from 
symptom onset.

Family/Household contacts must quarantine for 14 days 
from their last exposure to positive case.

All other close contacts (classroom, bus, sports, etc.) can 
follow the MA DPH guidance for quarantining: 7 full days 
of quarantine if they receive a negative test result on day 
5 or later, or, 10 full days of quarantine without a test.

Vaccinated individuals are exempt from quarantine 
unless they develop symptoms at which time they should 
test and quarantine until the result comes back.
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MISCONCEPTION #2:  If my child doesn’t 
participate, they won’t have to quarantine 
because they won’t be part of a positive pool.

If your child is deemed a close contact to anyone that has 
COVID-19 in his/her school building, on the bus, or on a 
sports team (or even outside of school activities), s/he will 
have to quarantine, regardless of if COVID-19 was 
identified via pooled testing or not.

Compared to the “gold standard” individual PCR test, 
pooled testing (also a PCR test) finds COVID 96% of the 
time; pooled tests are very accurate.

MISCONCEPTION #3:  
Pooled tests are not accurate.

CONSENT FORMS

HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?

Find FAQs, informational videos, documentation and more on our dedicated testing webpage:

PLEASE STAY SAFE!   WEAR YOUR MASK.  WASH YOUR HANDS.  KEEP YOUR DISTANCE.

Consent forms can be completed online for any Dedham student - it only takes about 3 minutes.
The district code you will need as part of the registration process is: dendrite-dedham

https://testcenter.concentricbyginkgo.com/minor-consent/

www.dedham.k12.ma.us/covidtesting

https://testcenter.concentricbyginkgo.com/minor-consent/
https://www.dedham.k12.ma.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=609&ModuleInstanceID=4014&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=14686&PageID=2465

